THE GLORIFICATION OF WAR

which the Old Testament celebrates the sovereign beauty of a just
and holy war.

But a danger serious in another direction menaces the present day;
it is the exclusive reign of sentiment, the thoughtless compassion
of those effeminate natures who cannot console themselves for the
unspeakable miseries which war lets loose on humanity. It actively
musters all the common bonds of sentimentality a la Rousseau, and
it weeps as pathetically as the Moor over the mischance of this world
where it is criminal to rob the poor but sublime to take possession of
a crown.

. . . War is not only a practical necessity, it is also a theoretical
necessity, an exigency of logic. The concept of the State implies
the concept of war, for the essence of the State is power. The State
is the people organised in sovereign power.

Its first mission is to assure its own existence, to protect itself
against external and internal enemies.

War, it is true, makes the nations strangers to one another, and
nevertheless to some extent it brings them closer, by forcing them
to know their own resources and those of their neighbours; war is
sometimes a more efficacious intermediary among peoples than
universal commerce itself. A people which becomes attached to
the chimerical hope of perpetual peace finishes irremediably by decay-
ing in its proud isolation.

. . . That war should ever be banished from the world is a hope
not only absurd, but profoundly immoral. Imagine, it would involve
the atrophy of many of the essential and sublime forces of the human
soul, and would transfer the globe into a vast temple of egoism.

H. VON TREITSCHKE, ibid*

THAT is the morally sublime feature of war, that each man surrenders
his entire ego to a great patriotic idea; that is why no real idealism is
possible without the idealism of war.

H.  VON TREITSCHKE, ibid*   (3rd  ed.,   1915),
P- 474-

I CANNOT recognise any other source of Right than force.
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1 Wilhelm Ostwald (1853-1932), chemist; Nobel Prize winner, 1909. Director,
Physico-chemical Institute, Leipzig.
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